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in the great interior plains North of that except on the
Barkly Tableland the sheep disappear and are replaced by
cattle which thnve in the hotter moister conditions and on
the harsher grasses of the north

FIG  56   MUSTERING SHEEP
A dusty thirsty job mustering sheep for shearing at a station in
New South Wales Shearing begins about August in Queensland
but is later in the southern States Teams of shearers move from
station to station, and the homestead becomes a scene of great
activity until the wool is shorn classed baled and sent off to
auction
Life on an Australian sheep station or cattle run is a lonely
business Since vegetation is sparse each animal requires
several acres and vast areas are necessary for the sheep that
are pastured The prized fine wool is largely a result of the
efforts the sheep must make to survive In Australia the